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\"illi)m E. Colby may be just the

an to guide the Ceniral Intell igerice:

A"ency to new heights of prestige and
service. But it seems to us, in spite of
Sen. Symington's enthusiastic endorse-
ment, that he has yet to prove if.
Colby, nominated as new head of the
CIA, has been involved in its covert
operatinns threugh a long carecr. That
is to say, his career has been spent in
that branch of the CIA known as the
“Departiment of Dirty Tricks.

One of the most notorious dirty
tricks of recent CIA history was Oper-

ation Phoenix, which Colby directed.
This was a seeret program to frustrate
the Vict Cong us an cifective guerriila
and subversion force. hany have al-
lesod that it was bacgically an assassi-
naticn oveanization that regularly em-
ploved torture @5 a meaus o its ends.
Colby hes testified that it was no such
thinz. What is certain is that from 1668
{0 1477 the Phoeonix program kiiled Z,-
507 Viemmoamese. Tuat qualiiies as big
busincas, and Colby was its mapager.

During Colhy's tenvre as a high cx-
ecutive the ClA bezen venturing iuto
domestic activides — something s
chaitey speciticelly forcbade.
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It’s not much wonder that some of
the senators examining Colby’s quali-
fications raised pointed questions as to s
his philosophy and bent of mind. Jor,
granting that international espionage
is an unpleasant necessity, the nced at
this point is someone in charge of the
CIA who will keep it clear of domestic
involvements and keep its oversecas op-

", erations under close discipline.

Colby says he will do just that. He
conceded that the agency's support of
a secret war in- Laos, for example,
wae hardly what Congress had in
mind when it created the CIA, and
that giving Hunt his gear was a mis-
istake. Me said he fa\’ors “a greaier
degree-of exposure on what we do,”
which is to say, less secrecy. '

Colby said that the CIA had no busi-
ness in domestic affairs snd that he
would ‘“reinforce very vigorously”
that principle. He said he would leave
the CIA rather than do anythiug ille-
gal. He sazid he would keep the CIA
focused on its hasic job of gathering
torcign intelligence. The inference was
that he would keep it clear of partici-
patory tasks like s training armies anyg
overthrowing governmens.

That scunds good. But we uvrge (e
Senate { ready to keeop a cleser
eve on the CLA than it hins in the past.
3o the CIA bas come portlousiy close
to heing a President’s secrel army,
mate jromy the control end the pur-
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